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India News

Shree Anna Mela-Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical Conference
organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation for
development

06/10/2023
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Dignitaries seated on dais during Millets Mela at IIM Jammu on Thursday.

JAMMU, Oct 5: Indian Institute of Management Jammu (IIM), in association with Dalit Indian
Chamber of Commerce (DICCI) and Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree
Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) and Technical Conference, organized by the Ministry of Food

Processing Industries, here today.
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The event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders to celebrate the rich biodiversity
and agro-ecological practices of the state and explore the potential of millets in transforming

the agricultural landscape.

The chief guest for the event was Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K and guest
of honor was Arun Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd J&
K.

The event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof B S Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu;
Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and Family Welfare; Padmashree
R K Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development; Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry
of Food Processing Industries; Cmdr Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief Administrative Officer, IIM

Jammu, Dr  Vivek Sharma, CIO, IIM Jammu, and other dignitaries.

The event kicked off with a vibrant schedule that included the arrival of dignitaries, the official
inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour of the exhibition stalls by the distinguished guests.
The parallel running industry meet commenced with a presentation and promotional video
by Dr Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries briefing about the
upcoming Food Expo 2023 and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs

from the food sector from the UT of | & K.

This was followed by address by Prof B S Sahay who proposed that the industry, academia
should come together to create a healthy business ecosystem for millets and he also
proposed the concept of having an industry meet at IIM Jammu.
This was followed by addresses by Arun Manhas, and Indu Kanwal Chib, focusing on

promoting collaboration and industry growth in the millet sector.

Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry and experts. The event
concluded with a vote of thanks and ended on a positive note. The industry meet featured

top-league entrepreneurs, industrialists from the Food sector in J&K.

https://in.shafagna.com/EN/AL/6221162



https://in.shafaqna.com/EN/AL/6221162

0 Department of Information & Public Relations
Government of Jammu & Kashmir

Friday, 06 October 2023

Shree Anna Mela-Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical Conference
organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation for
development

Ministry of Food Processing Industries in association with [IM Jammu, DICCI and Theta Foundation for
Development Celebrates Jammu's rich Agriculture.

JAMMU, OCTOBER 05: Indian Institute of Management Jammu (lIM)in association with Dalit Indian
Chamber of Commerce (DICCl)and Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree Anna Mela
(Jammu Millets Mela) and Technical Conference organized by Ministry of Food Processing Industries
on 5th Oct 2023 at Radisson Blue, Jammu. The event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders
to celebrate the rich biodiversity and agro-ecological practices of the state and explore the potential
of millets in transforming the agricultural landscape.

The Chief Guest for the event was Indu Kanwal Chib, JKAS, Mission Director, JKRLM, J & K and Guest of
Honor was Arun Manhas, MD, J & K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd J & K. The
event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu, Prof. Jabir Ali,
Dean Academics, IIM Jammu, Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and Family
Welfare, Padmashree R.K. Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development, Neha Ganju,
Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief Administrative
Officer, IIM Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma, CIO, [IM Jammu, and other dignitaries were present on the
occasion. The event kicked off with a vibrant schedule that included the arrival of dignitaries, the
official inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour of the exhibition stalls by the distinguished guests.

In his special address, Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu credited the Hon’ble Indian Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi, and Ministry of Food Processing Industries in popularizing the importance of
millets worldwide. He also urged everyone in India to incorporate millets in their daily diet to achieve
a healthier lifestyle and abstain from unhealthy food. He reiterated that IIM Jammu promotes



increased millet consumption and ensured a full day meal made of millet once a week to help the
students and faculty attain a healthier lifestyle. He urged the farmers, academia and the industry
people present here to join hands and collaborate with the organizing team and discuss the marketing,
branding, and pricing of millet. He also emphasized that IIM Jammu will always be eager to facilitate
the interested farmers and industry geeks in their initiatives. Lastly, he urged everyone present to
promote millet consumption as it is chemical free and a healthier alternative.

Padmashree R.K. Narra, National President, Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce (DICCI)in his welcome
address mentioned that the Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) is a unique platform for all stakeholders
to connect on a common platform. In his address, he made a reference to the age old healthy practice
of using millets in their diet and having a healthy lifestyle. He said that Govt. India is now focusing on
re-introducing health supplements having millets for promoting a healthy lifestyle among the masses.
He urged all to join, collaborate, to promote, create awareness about millets leading to increased
consumption and cultivation benefitting the farmers.

One of the highlights of The Shree Anna Mela is the presentation on the Pradhan Mantri Formalization
of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme by Secretary, Agriculture Production and
Family Welfare, Mohammed Farooq Dar, shedding light on how this initiative can benefit local farmers
and entrepreneurs. He gave a detailed overview with the statistics putting forward a true picture of
the progress in the agricultural sector in the U.T of J & K.

Guest of Honor Arun Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd. J & K in
his special address talked about the various challenges ranging from product packaging, marketing,
and making it reach the end users and invited support from the academia, industry for addressing
these issues. He also suggested the government incorporate it in the public distribution system which
will help to create increased awareness about millets in their daily diet. He also urged and emphasized
the need to come together and contribute their part in increased awareness and usage of millets in
our daily diet.

Chief Guest Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K in her special address mentioned that The
Shree Anna Mela has been a testament to the potential of millets in enhancing food security, improving
nutrition, and boosting the income of our farmers. She also spoke about various initiatives taken by
JKRLM, J&K for promoting millet cultivation with women empowerment. She also expressed her
gratitude towards all the partnering organizations and all the entrepreneurs, farmer fraternity from
J&K for attending the event and making this initiative a huge success.

This inaugural ceremony ended with the vote of thanks by DICCI followed by Millet success stories by
Avni Organics, Gian Network, Kishtwar Millets, Horti Producers Co-operative Limited, Krishi Nari Shakti
and Sri Millets.

Shishram Tudwal, Zonal Manager of Central Bank of India, shared insights into financial assistance for
farmers while Dr. Vivek Sharma, Chief Innovation Officer at IIM Jammu, discussed the adoption of next-
generation technologies in millet agriculture. Sessions on Al, e-commerce SAAS platforms, storage
technologies were chaired by IITB alumnus & entrepreneur Harish.

Another session on millet production value addition & Millet processing were conducted by Dr.
Meenakshi and Dr. Monika Sood, SKUAST respectively. These sessions aimed to equip attendees with
the knowledge and tools necessary for the successful cultivation and processing of millets.

The parallelly running industry meet commenced with a presentation and promotional video by Dr.
Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries briefing about the upcoming Food Expo



2023 and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs from the food sector from the U.T
of J & K. This was followed by addresses by Prof. B.S. Sahay proposed that the industry, academia come
together to create a healthy business ecosystem for millets and he also proposed the concept of having
an industry meet at IIM Jammu. This was followed byShri Arun Manhas, and Shrimati Indu Kanwal
Chib, focusing on promoting collaboration and industry growth in the millet sector.

Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry and experts. The event concluded
with a vote of thanks and ended on a positive note. The industry meet featured top-league
entrepreneurs, industrialists from the Food sector in J & K. The industry interaction turned out to be a
healthy discussion with an outcome to synergize the energies for creating increased awareness about
millets, promoting the agro based products from India on a global scale.

The Shree Anna Mela - Millet Fair-cum-Exhibition was a day filled with innovation, learning, and
networking opportunities, bringing together farmers, industry representatives, academia, experts, and
enthusiasts under one roof. The event in true sense showcased Jammu's agricultural heritage and the
potential of millets in shaping the future of food processing.

https://www.jkinfonews.com/newsdet.aspx?q=84246
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IM Jammu hosts Millets Mela

By Daily Excelsior 06/10/2023

Dignitaries seated on dais during Millets Mela at IIM Jammu on Thursday.

Excelsior Correspondent

JAMMU, Oct 5: Indian Institute of Management Jammu (IIM), in association with Dalit Indian
Chamber of Commerce (DICCI) and Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree
Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) and Technical Conference, organized by the Ministry of Food

Processing Industries, here today.
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The event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders to celebrate the rich biodiversity
and agro-ecological practices of the state and explore the potential of millets in transforming

the agricultural landscape.

The chief guest for the event was Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K and guest
of honor was Arun Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd J&
K.

The event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof B S Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu;
Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and Family Welfare; Padmashree
R K Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development; Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry
of Food Processing Industries; Cmdr Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief Administrative Officer, IIM

Jammu, Dr  Vivek Sharma, CIO, IIM Jammu, and other dignitaries.

The event kicked off with a vibrant schedule that included the arrival of dignitaries, the official
inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour of the exhibition stalls by the distinguished guests.
The parallel running industry meet commenced with a presentation and promotional video
by Dr Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries briefing about the
upcoming Food Expo 2023 and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs

from the food sector from the UT of | & K.

This was followed by address by Prof B S Sahay who proposed that the industry, academia
should come together to create a healthy business ecosystem for millets and he also
proposed the concept of having an industry meet at IIM Jammu.
This was followed by addresses by Arun Manhas, and Indu Kanwal Chib, focusing on

promoting collaboration and industry growth in the millet sector.

Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry and experts. The event
concluded with a vote of thanks and ended on a positive note. The industry meet featured

top-league entrepreneurs, industrialists from the Food sector in J&K.

https://www.dailyexcelsior.com/iim-jammu-hosts-millets-mela/
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Greater)ammu

Shree Anna Mela Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical Conference organized
by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation for Development

GJ REPORT

JAMMU, OCT §: Indian
Institute of Management
Jammu (IIM)in association
with Dalit Indian Chamber
of Commerce (DICCI)and
Theta Foundation for
Development hosted the
Shree Anna Mela (Jammu
Millets Mela) and
Technical Conference
organized by Mimistry of
Food Processing Industries
on S5th Oct 2023 at
Radisson Blue. Jammu. The
event brought together a
diverse group of stakehold-
ers to celebrate the rich bio-
diversity and agro-ecologi-
cal practices of the state and
explore the potential of mil-
lets in transforming the
agricultural landscape.

The Chief Guest for the
event was Indu Kanwal
Chib, JKAS, Mission
Director, JKRLM, J & K
and Guest of Honour was
Arun Manhas, MD, J&K
State Agro Industries
Development Corporation
Ltd J & K. The event was

Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director IIM lighting the ceremonial lamp

at Jammu.

formally inaugurated in
presence of Prof. B.S.
Sahay. Director, IIM
Jammu, Mohammed
Farooq Dar, Secretary,
Agriculture Production and
Family Welfare,

Padmashree R.K. Narra,
Gaurav  Gupta, Theta
Foundation for
Development, Neha Ganju,
Manager, Ministry of Food
Processing Industries,
Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran
(R), Chief Administrative
Officer. IIM Jammu. Dr.
Vivek Shamma, CIO, IM

Jammu, and other digni-
taries were present on the
occasion. The event kicked
off with a vibrant schedule
that included the arrival of
dignitaries, the official
inauguration of the exhibi-
tion, and a tour of the exhi-
bition stalls by the distin-
guished guests.

In his special address,
Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director,
IIM Jammu credited the
Hon'ble Indian Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra
Modi. and Ministry of Food
Processing Industries in

popularizing the impor-
tance of millets worldwide.
He also urged everyone in
India to incorporate millets
in their daily diet to achieve
a healthier lifestyle and
abstain from unhealthy
food. He reiterated that [IM
Jammu promotes increased
millet consumption and
ensured a full day meal
made of millet once a week
to help the students and fac-
ulty attain a healthier
lifestyle. He urged the
farmers, academia and the
industry people present
here to join hands and col-
laborate with the organizing
team and discuss the mar-
keting, branding, and pric-

ing of millet. He also
emphasized that IIM
Jammu will always be

eager to facilitate the inter-
ested farmers and industry
geeks in their initiatives.
Lastly, he urged everyone
present to promote millet
consumption as it is chemi-
cal free and a healthier
alternative.

https://greaterjammu.com/epaper/epaper/edition/1260/epaper-06-09-2023/page/
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Shree Anna Mela Millet Fair Cum

Exhibition,

Technical

Conference

organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu
and Theta Foundation for Development

NL CORRESPONDENT

Jammu Tawi, OCT 05
Indian Institute of Manage-
ment Jammu ([IM)in associa-
tion with Dalit Indian Cham-
ber of Commerce (DICCI)
and Theta Foundation for
Development hosted the
Shree Anna Mela (Jammu
Millets Mela) and Techni-
cal Conference organized by
Ministry of Food Processing
Industries on 5th Oct 2023 at
Radisson Blue, Jammu. The
Chief Guest for the event was
Indu Kanwal Chib Mission
Director, JKRLM, J & K and
Guest of Honor was Arun
Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro
Industries Development Cor-
poration Ltd J & K. In his
special address, Prof. B. S.
Sahay, Director, [IM Jammu
credited the Hon'ble Indian
Prime Minister, Shri Nar-
endra Modi, and Ministry of
Food Processing Industries
in popularizing the impor-
tance of millets worldwide.
Padmashree R.K. Narra,
National President, Dalit
Indian Chamber of Com-
merce (DICCI)in his welcome
address mentioned that the
Anna Mela (Jammu Millets
Mela) is a unique platform for

all stakeholdersto connect on
a common platform. In his
address, he made a reference
to the age-old healthy prac-
tice of using millets in their
diet and having a healthy life-
style. He urged all to join, col-
laborate, to promote, create
awareness about millets lead-
ingtoincreased consumption
and cultivation benefitting
the farmers.Guest of Honor
ArunManhas, MD, J&K State
Agro Industries Development
Corporation Ltd. J & K in his
special address talked about
the various challenges rang-
ing from product packag-
ing, marketing, and making
it reach the end users and
invited support from the aca-

demia, industry for address-
ing these issues. Chief Guest
Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission
Director, JKRLM, J&K in
her special address men-
tioned that The Shree Anna
Mela has been a testament
to the potential of millets
in enhancing food security,
improving nutrition, and
boosting the income of our
farmers. This inaugural
ceremony ended with the
vote of thanks by DICCI fol-
lowed by Millet success sto-
ries by Avni Organics, Gian
Network, Kishtwar Millets,
Horti Producers Co-opera-
tive Limited, Krishi Nari
Shakti and Sri Millets.
Shishram Tudwal, Zonal

Manager of Central Bank of
India, shared insights into
financial assistance for
farmers while Dr. Vivek
Sharma, Chief Innovation
Officer at IIM Jammu, dis-
cussed the adoption of next-
generation technologies in
millet agriculture. Sessions
on Al, e-commerce SAAS
platforms, storage technol-
ogies were chaired by IITB
alumnus & entrepreneur
Harish.

Another session on millet
production value addition
& Millet processing were
conducted by Dr. Meen-
akshi and Dr. Monika Sood,
SKUAST respectively, These
sessions aimed to equip
attendees with the knowl-
edge and tools necessary for
the successful cultivation
and processing of millets.

The parallelly running
industry meet commenced
with a presentation and pro-
motional video by Dr. Neha
Ganju, Manager, Ministry of
Food Processing Industries
briefing about the upcoming
Food Expo 2023 and plethora
of opportunities and schemes
for entrepreneurs from the
food sector from the U.T of
JEK.
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Friday 6" Oct 2023

Shree Anna Mela Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical

Conference organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and

Theta Foundation for Development

Eanry News Sauvics

JAMMU: [odian Institute
of Management Jammm
(TIM) in sssocistion with
Dalit Indian Chamber of
Cotnerce (DICCT) and
Theta Foundamon for De-
velopment hosted  Sheee
Anna Mela (Jammu Md
letx Meln) and Techmical
organaed by
Ministry of Food Processing
Idustries ot Racdisson Blue,
Jamuw

The event brought togeth-
er & diverse group of stake-
hel ders to celebrate the rich
bindiversity and agra-rcn
logien] prastices of the state
ane explore the potential of
mullets in transforming the
agrienkural landscape

The Chef Cuest for the
event was Indu  Kanwal
Chab, JKAS, Mwsicn Direc-
tor, JKRLM, J&K and Guest
of Hoporwas Arus Mankns,
ME, J&K State Agro Indus
tnes Developmest Camo
ration 1ad J&K Tho evont
was formally inaugurated
w prvaence of Prof BS
Sashay, Deector, IIM Jaun-
o, Mohammed Faroog
Dar, Secretury, Agnoul-
ture Productson and Fam-
Wy Wollame, Padswshree
RK Narrn Gaumr Gupia,
Fhota loundntion for De
Weloprecnt, Neha Ganju,
Blanager. Ministry of load
;huwaou;;; Industises, K-

Confereoce

savan Haskkaran (R), Choef
Admimistrative Offcer, 1IM
Jamemus, De Vivek Sharima
CI0, 1M Jnmmus, and ot her
dignitanes present ot the
CCOasOn

The evemt ed off with
a whbrant schedule that -
cluded the srrwal of digns-
tarsex, the official insngisrs
tan of the exhilstion, md

tour of the exhibiton stalls
by the distingshed guests
1n his speecial address, Frol
BS Sabay, Duector. [IM
Jammu credited the Inds-
an Prie Minister, Naron-
dra Modi, snd Minstry of
Food Processiny ladustives
n popularizing the impor-
tanee of millets worldwade

e also urged everynne n
Indan to mcorpommtn millets
in their daily dict 12 schiove
@ healthoer Efestyle and ab-
stam Ko usbealthy food

He urged evervone present

10 promate mallel consamp
tion ac o % chemscal free
nd & hanlthaer aliernative
Pademashene RK. Narra
Natsonal Presidemt Dalst
Indian Chaber of Cotn-
merce (DIOCT) m bas wel-
come  address  mentomed
that the Anna Mela (Janwwm
Milletn Meba) = 0 imique
platfare for all wakebold
ers o comnert 06 & Co nunon
platiers
Armin Manhas, MD, J&K
State Ago lndustiss De-
velopaent Corporation Lad
J & K in hen specaal addrems
talked about the vamvous
challenges rasging o
preduct packaging, markes-
mg, snd making it reach the
end ngers and myited sup
port from the neadnmia, in
diatry foe sddransing, thes
wsues, He alvo suggested
e 2o vern went tor porate
it @ the puble dstnbution

systern wharh will help
ereatn incremsed awnmanes
nbaut nullete in their daily

el

Iy Konwal Club, Mission
Duvcter. JEKRLM, ia her
aendd addies mentoned

visg nutrdion

sting the incoeme of our
larmers. She ako  spoke
about sanous
taken by JKRLM. J
promuoting  asllet coltiva-
tiows with wonsen o nipower-
Lt

Thas  Innugaral  ceecow
ny ended with the wote of
thamks by INCCT fnllowed
by Mallnt macersk sinnne by
Avnd Orgamiex. Gian Nm
work, Kishitwar Millets amd
Horu Prodocers Co-oper-
ative Limted, Keisly Nan

akti and Sei Midlets
slemn  Tudwal, Zo
nager of Central Bank of
IndinandJ &K Bank. shared
wnsights into finmanl ases
tanes for farmers, whale Dy
Vivek Sharmn, Chief Tnno.
vatis Officer nt IM Jum-
1y dscussed the adoptron
of pext-generation technol-
ogaes 1 rnliet agricultwre
Another seson on mallet
production valun addstion
& Millet procossing wern
conducsed by De. Macnak
shs and Dy Moniks Sood,
SKUAST mespectrely

The pasallelly rumning in-

dustiy  meet commencd
with » presentnbnn  and
n vidoo by Dr

Gangu, Masoger, Min
wtry ol Vood Procesaing In
dustnes boeling about the
ming
and phthor of
mitws and schemes for on-
topreneum from the food
vector from the UT of &K

This was fellowed by ad
dresses hy Prof. B8, Sahay
proposed that the mdusiry
sendemn pome fogether to
cmater 2 hekhy huenoas
ccosystery for nlets and
he aso propoaed the con-
cept of having an andustry
nt ot TEM Jaanan

This was followed by Arun
Momhae, and Indu Knnwal
Chib fncusing sn pramsting
enllabomsion and indunery
growth i the malller wectoe
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IIM, DICCI hold exhibition on Food Process Industries

HIMALAYAN MAILNEWS
JAMMU, OCT 05
Indian Institute of Man-
agement Jammu (IIM) in
association with Dalit In-
dian Chamber of Com-
merce (DICCI) and Theta
Foundation for Develop-
ment hosted the Shree

K and Guest of Honor was
Shri Arun Manhas, MD, J &
K State Agro Industries De-
velopment Corporation Ltd
J & K. The event was for-
mally inaugurated in pres-
ence of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Di-
rector, IIM Jammu, Shri
Mohammed Farooq Dar,

AnnaMela (Jammu Millets ~ Secretary, Agriculture Pro-
Mela) and Technical Con-  duction and Family Wel-
ference organized by Min-  fare, Padmashree Shri R.K.
istry of Food Processing In-  Narra, Shri Gaurav Gupta,
dustries on5thOct 2023at  Theta Foundation for De-
Radisson Blue, Jammu. The  velopment, Shrimati Neha
event brought togetheradi- ~ Ganju, Manager, Ministry
verse group of stakeholders  of Food Processing Indus:

to celebrate the rich biodi-
versity and agro-ecological

tries, Cmdr. Kesavan
Baskkaran (R), Chief Ad-

practicesofthestateandex-  ministrative Officer, IIM
plorethe potential of millets ~ Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma,
intransforming theagricul- ~ CIO, ITM Jammu, and other
tural landseape. dignitaries present on the

The Chief Guest for the occasion, The event kicked
event was Shrimati Indu  off with a vibrant schedule
Kanwal Chib, JKAS, Mis-  that included the arrival of
sion Director, JKRLM, J &  dignitaries, the official inau-

guration of the exhibition,
and a tour of the exhibition
stalls by the distinguished
guests.

In his special address,
Prof. B. 8. Sahay, Director,
IIM Jammu credited the
Hon'ble Indian Prime Min-
ister, Shri Narendra Modi,
and Ministry of Food Pro-
cessing Industries in popu-
larizing the importance of
millets worldwide. He also
urged that everyone in India
to incorporate millets in
their daily diet to achieve a
healthier lifestyle and ab-
stain from unhealthy food.
He reiterated that IIM

present here to join hands
and collaborate with the or-
ganizing team and

the marketing, branding,
and pricing of millet, He

Jammu promotesincreased  also emphasized that IIM
millet jonanden-  Jammuwill always be eage

sured a full day meal made  to facilitate the interested
of milletonceaweektohelp ~ farmers and industry geeks
the students and facultyat-  in their initiatives. Lastly, he

taina healthierlifestyle. He
urged the farmers, acade-
miaand the industry people

anda healthier alternative.

Padmashree Shri R.K.
Narra, National President,
Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce (DICCI) in his
welcome address men-
tioned that the Anna Mela
(Jammu Millets Mela) is a
unique platform for all

urged everyone present to
promote millet consump-
tion as it is chemical free

to connect on
a common platform. In his
address, he made a refer-
enceto age old healthy prac-

tice of using millets in their
diet and having a healthy
lifestyle. He said that Govt.
Of India is now focusing on
re-introducing health sup-
plements having millets for
promoting a  healthy
lifestyle among the masses.
Heurged all tojoin callabo-
rate, to promote, create
awareness about millets
leading to increased con-

He gavea detailed overview
with the statistics putting
forwarda true picture of the
progress in the agricultural
sectorinthe U.Tof J&K.
Guest of Honor Shri Arun
Manhas, MD, J & K State
Agro Industries Develop-
ment Corporation Ltd. J &
K in his special address
talked about the various
challenges ranging from

ion and eulti product 'k market-
benefitting the farmers.  ing,and makingit reachthe
One of the highlights of end users and invited
The Shree Annia Melaisthe port from the academia, i

presentation on the Prad-
han Mantri Formalization
of Micro Food Processing
Enterprises  (PMFME)
Scheme by Secretary, Agri-
culture Production and
Family Welfare, Shri Mo-

ed Farooq Dar, shed-
ding light on how this A
tive can benefit local
farmers and entrepreneurs.

dustry for addressing these
issues.

He also suggested the
government incorporate it
in public distribution sys
‘tem which will help to cre-
ate increased awareness
about millets in their daily
diet. Healsourged and em-
phasized the need to come
together and contribute

their part in increased
awareness and usage of mil-
letsin our daily diet.

Chief Guest Shrimati
Indu Kanwal Chib, JKAS,
Mission Director, JKRLM,
J &K in herspecial address
mentioned that The Shree
‘Anna Mela has been a testa-
ment tothe potential of mil-
lets in enhancing food seeu-
rity, improving nutrition,
and boosting the income of
our farmers, She alsospoke
about various initiatives
taken by JKRLM, J & K for
promoting millet cultiva-
tion with women empower-
ment,

She also expressed her
gratitude towards all the
partnering organizations
and all the entrepreneurs,
farmer fraternity from J & K
for attending the event and
making this initiative a huge
suiecess.
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Shree Anna Mela Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical Conference
organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation for
Development

Ministry of Food Processing Industries in association with M Jammu, DICCI and Theta
Foundation for Development Celebrates Jammu's rich Agriculture
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Shree Anna Mela Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical Conference
organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation for

Development

Ministry of Food Processing Industries in association with IIM Jammu, DICCI
and Theta Foundation for Development Celebrates Jammu's rich Agriculture

State Observer
JAMMU, OCT, 05

Indian Institute of Management
Jammu  ([IM)in  association
with Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce (DICClhHand Theta
Foundation for Development

hosted the Shree Anna Mcla
(Jammu  Millets Mela) and
Technical Conference

organized by Ministry of Food
Processing  Industries on Sth
Oct 2023 at Radisson Blue,
Jammu. The event brought
together a diverse group of
stakcholders to ccicbrate the
biodiversity and
agro-ecological practices of the
state and explore the potential
of millets in transforming the
agncultural landscape.

The Chief Guest for the event
was Indu Kanwal Chib, JKAS,
Mission Director, JKRLM, J &
K and Guest of Honor was
Arun Manhas. MD_ J & K State
Agro Industries Development
Corporation Ltd J & K. The
event was formally inaugurated

rich

in presence of Prof. BS.
Sahay, Dircctor, IM Jammu,
Mohammed Faroog Dar,
Secretary, Agniculture
Production and Family
Welfare, Padmashree RK
Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta
¥ fason for Development
Ncha Ganju, Manager,

Ministry of Food Processing
Industries, Cmdr,  Kesavi
Baskkarun (R), Chief
Administrative  Officer, 1IM
Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma,
CIO, IIM Jammu, and other
dignitaries were present on the
occasion. The event kicked off

with a vibrant schedule that
ncluded  the  armval  of
dignitaries, the official

inauguration of the exhibition,
and o tour of the exhibition
stalls by the distinguished
2uesis.

In his special address, Prof. B.
S. Sahay, Director, 1IM Jammu

credited the Hon'ble  Indian

Prime Minister, Shri Narendra
and Ministry of

Modi, Food

Processing Industres in
popularizing the importance of
millets worldwide. He also
urged everyone in India to
meorporate millets  in their
daily diet to achieve a healthier
lifestyle and abstain  from
unhealthy food, He reiterated
that 1IM  Jammu  promotes
increased millet consumption
and ensured a full day meal
made of millet once a week to
help the students and faculty
attain a healthier lifestyle. He
urged the farmers, academia
und the industry people present
join  hands  and
collaborate with the organizing
team and  discuss  the
marketing,  branding,  and
pricing of mullet. He also
emphasized that 1IM  Jammu
will always be cager to
facilitate the interested farmers
and industry geeks in their
initiatives. Lastly, he urged
cveryone present o promote
millet consumption as it is
chemical free and a healthier
alternative.  Padmashree RK.
Narra, National President, Dalit
Indian Chamber of Commerce
(DICCDin his welcome address
mentioned that the Anna Mela
(Jammu Millets Mela) is @
umgue  platform for  all
stakeholders to connect on a
common platform. In  his
address, he made a reference to

here 10

the age old healthy practice of

using millets in their diet and
having a healthy lifestyle. He
said that Govt, India is now
focusing  on  re-ntroducing
health  supplements  having
millets for promoting a healthy
lifestyle among the masses. He

urged all to join, collaborate, to
promote,  create
about  millets

increased
cultivation
farmers.

One of the highlights of The
Shree Anna  Meln  is  the
presentation on  the Pradhan
Mantri Formalization of Micro
Food Processing Enterprises

awareness
leading  to
consumption  and
benefitting  the

{PMFME) Scheme by
Secretary, Agriculture
Production and Family
Welfare, Mohammed Farooq

Dar, shedding light on how this
benefit  local
farmers and entrepreneurs. He
gave o detiled overview with
the statistics putting forward a
true picture of the progress in
the agricultural sector in the
UTofJ& K.

Guest of Honor Arun Manhas,
MD, J&K State Agro Industries
Development Corporation Ltd.
J & K in his special address
talked  about the various
challenges ranging from
product packaging, marketing,
and making it reach the end
users and invited support from
the academia. indusiry for
addressing  these  issucs. He
also suggested the government
incorporate it in the publc
distribution system which will
help  to  create  increased
awareness about millets in their
daly diet, He also urged and
emphasized the need to come
together and contribute  their
part in increased awareness and
usage of millets in our daily
diet.

Chicf Guest Indu Kanwal Chib,
Mission  Director, JKRLM,

initzative  can

JEK i her specil address
mentioned that The Shree Anna
Mela has been a testament to
the potentinl of millets i
enhancing food secunty,
improving  autrition,  and
boosting the income of our
farmers. She also spoke about
various mitistives  taken by
JKRLM, J&K for promoting
millet cultivation with women
empowerment She also
expressed her gratitude towands
all the partnering organizations
and all the entreprencurs,
furmer fratemity from J&K for
attending the event and making
this initiative a huge success.

This insugural ceremony ended
with the vote of thanks by
DICCI followed by Millet
success  stories by  Avmi
Organics,  Gian  Network,
Kishtwar Millets, Horty
Producers Co-operative
Limited. Krishi Nari Shakti and
Sri Millets.
Shishram

Tudwal,  Zonal

Manager of Central Bank of

India, shared insights into
financial assistance for farmers
while Dr, Vivek Sharma, Chief
Innovation  Officer  at  1IM
Jammu, discussed the adoption
of next-generation technologies
in millet agneulture, Sessions
on Al e-commerce SAAS
platforms, storage technologies
were chaired by IITB alumnus
& entrepreneur Hansh,

Another session  on  millet
production value addition &
Millet processing were
conducted by Dr. Meenakshi
and Dr. Monika Socod,
SKUAST respectively. These
sessions  mimed  to equip

attendees with the knowledge
and tools necessary for the
successful  cultivation  and
processing of millets.

The parallelly running industry
meet commenced “Illh a2
presentation and  promotional
video by Dr. Neha Ganju,
Manager, Ministry of Food
Processing Industries briefing
about the upcoming Food Expo
2023  and  plethora  of
opportunitics and schemes for
entrepreneurs  from  the  food
sector from the UT of J & K.
This was followed by addresses
by Prof. B.S. Sahay proposed
that the industry,
together to
healthy business ccosystem for
millets and he also proposed
the concept of having an
industry meet at M Jammu.
This was followed byShri Arun

academia

come create a

Manhas, and Shrimati  Indu
Kanwal Chib, focusing on
promoting collaboration and

industry growth in the millet
sector.

Towards the end there was an
open  house interaction with
industry and experts. The event
concluded with a vote of
thanks and ended on a positive

note. The industry meet
featured top-league
entreprencurs, industrinlists

from the Food sector in J & K.
The industry interaction tumed
out to be a healthy discussion
with an outcome to Synergize
the energies  for
increased  awarencss  about
millets, promoting the agro
based products from India on a
global scale.

The Shree Anna Mela - Millet
Fair-cum-Exhibition was a day
filled with innovation, learning,
and networking opportunities,

creating

bringing  together  farmers,
industry representatives,
academia, experts, and

enthusiasts under one roof. The
event in true sense showcased
Jammu's agriculturul heritage
and the potential of millets in
shaping the future of food
processing.
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Ministry of Food Processing Industries in association with IIM Jammu,

DICCI

and Theta Foundation for Development Celebrates Jammu's rich Agriculture

Shree Anna Mela Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical Conference organized by
MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation for Development

BJL NEWS SERVICE

JAMMU, Oct 5: Indian
Institute of Management
Jammu (1IM)in association
with Dalit Indian Chamber
of Commerce (DICCland
Theta Foundation for
Development hosted the
Shree Anna Mela (Jammu
Millets Mela) and
Technical Conference
organized by Ministry of
Food Processing Industries
on 5th Oct 2023 at
Radisson Blue, Jammu.
The event brought together
a diverse group of stake-
holders to celebrate the
rich huxhwml\ and agro-

ecological practices of the
state and explore the
potential of millets in

transforming the agricul-
tural landscape.

The Chief Guest for the
event was Indu Kanwal
Chib, JKAS, Mission
Director, JKRLM, J & K
and Guest of Honor was
Arun Manhas, MD, J & K
State Agro Industries
Develo-pment Corporation
Ltd J & K. The event was

formally inaugurated in
presence  of Prof. B.S.
Sahay, Director, I1IM

Mohammed
( Secretary,
Agriculture Production and

Jammu,
Farooq Dar,
Family Welfare, Padma
shree R.K. Narra, Gaurav
Gupta, Theta Foundation
for Development, Neha
Ganju, Manager, Ministry
of Food Processing
Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan
Baskkaran (R), Chief
Administrative Officer, 1IM
Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma,
ClO, 1IM Jammu, and
other dignitaries were pres-
ent on the occasion. The
event kicked off with a
vibrant  schedule that
included the arrival of dig-
nitaries, the official inaugu-
ration of the exhibition,
and a tour of the exhibition
stalls by the distinguished
Ruests.

In his special address,

Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director,
1M lmnmu credited the
Hon'ble Indian Prime
Minister, Narendra Modi,
and Ministry of Food
Processing Industries in
popularizing the importance
of millets worldwide. He also
urged everyone in India to
incorporate millets in their
daily diet to achieve a health-
ier fifestyle and abstain from
unhealthy food. He reiterat-
ed that 1IM Jammu pro-
motes increased millet con-
sumption and ensured a full
day meal made of millet once
a week to help the students
and faculty attain a healthier
lifestyle. He urged the farm-
ers, academia and the indus-
try people present here to
join hands and collaborate
with the organizing team and
discuss the marketing,

branding, and pricing of mil-
let. He also emphasized that
1IM Jammu will always be
eager to facilitate the inter-
ested farmers and industry
geeks in their initiatives.
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present to promote millet
consumption as it is chemi-
cal free and a healthier alter-
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Padmashree R.K. Narra,

National President, Dalit
Indian Chamber of
Commerce (DICCl)in his

welcome address mentioned
that the Anna Mela (Jammu
Millets Mela) is a unique
platform for all stakeholders
to connect on a common
platform. In his address, he
made a reference to the age
old healthy practice of using
millets in their diet hav-
ing a healthy lifestyle. He
said that Govt. India is now
focusing on re-introducing
health supplements having
millets for promoting a
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He urged all to join, col-
laborate, to promote, create
awareness about millets
leading to increased con-
sumption and cultivation
benefitting the farmers,
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Shree Anna Mela-Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical Conference
organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation for
development

JAMMU, Oct 5: Indian Institute of Management Jammu (IIM)in association with Dalit Indian Chamber
of Commerce (DICCl)and Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree Anna Mela (Jammu
Millets Mela) and Technical Conference organized by Ministry of Food Processing Industries on 5th Oct
2023 at Radisson Blue, Jammu. The event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders to
celebrate the rich biodiversity and agro-ecological practices of the state and explore the potential of
millets in transforming the agricultural landscape.

The Chief Guest for the event was Indu Kanwal Chib, JKAS, Mission Director, JKRLM, J & K and Guest of
Honor was Arun Manhas, MD, J & K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd J & K. The
event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu, Mohammed
Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and Family Welfare, Padma shree R.K. Narra, Gaurav
Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development, Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing
Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief Administrative Officer, IIM Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma,
CIO, IIM Jammu, and other dignitaries were present on the occasion. The event kicked off with a vibrant
schedule that included the arrival of dignitaries, the official inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour
of the exhibition stalls by the distinguished guests.

In his special address, Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu credited the Hon'ble Indian Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi, and Ministry of Food Processing Industries in popularizing the importance of millets



worldwide. He also urged everyone in India to incorporate millets in their daily diet to achieve a
healthier lifestyle and abstain from unhealthy food. He reiterated that [IM Jammu promotes increased
millet consumption and ensured a full day meal made of millet once a week to help the students and
faculty attain a healthier lifestyle. He urged the farmers, academia and the industry people present
here to join hands and collaborate with the organizing team and discuss the marketing, branding, and
pricing of millet. He also emphasized that IIM Jammu will always be eager to facilitate the interested
farmers and industry geeks in their initiatives. Lastly, he urged everyone present to promote millet
consumption as it is chemical free and a healthier alternative.

Padmashree R.K. Narra, National President, Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce (DICCl)in his welcome
address mentioned that the Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) is a unique platform for all stakeholders
to connect on a common platform. In his address, he made a reference to the age old healthy practice
of using millets in their diet and having a healthy lifestyle. He said that Govt. India is now focusing on
re-introducing health supplements having millets for promoting a healthy lifestyle among the masses.

He urged all to join, collaborate, to promote, create awareness about millets leading to increased
consumption and cultivation benefitting the farmers.

http://www.journeyline.in/newsdet.aspx?q=262409
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and Technical Conference organized by Ministry of Food Processing
Industries on 5th Oct 2023 at Radisson Blue, Jammu.

The event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders to
celebrate the rich biodiversity and agro-ecological practices of the
state and explore the potential of millets in transforming the
agricultural landscape.The Chief Guest for the event was Indu Kanwal
Chib, JKAS, Mission Director, JKRLM, J & K and Guest of Honor was
Arun Manhas, MD, J & K State Agro Industries Development
Corporation Ltd J & K.

The event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof. B.S. Sahay,
Director, IIM Jammu, Prof. Jabir Ali, Dean Academics, IIM Jammu,
Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and Family
Welfare, Padmashree R.K. Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for
Development, Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing
Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief Administrative Officer,
[IM Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma, CIO, IIM Jammu, and other dignitaries
were present on the occasion. The event kicked off with a vibrant
schedule that included the arrival of dignitaries, the official
inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour of the exhibition stalls by the
distinguished guests.

In his special address, Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu credited
the Hon'ble Indian Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, and Ministry of
Food Processing Industries in popularizing the importance of millets
worldwide. He also urged everyone in India to incorporate millets in their
daily diet to achieve a healthier lifestyle and abstain from unhealthy
food. He reiterated that IIM Jammu promotes increased millet
consumption and ensured a full day meal made of millet once a week



to help the students and faculty attain a healthier lifestyle.
He urged the farmers, academia and the industry people present here
to join hands and collaborate with the organizing tfeam and discuss the
marketing, branding, and pricing of millet. He also emphasized that IIM
Jammu will always be eager to facilitate the interested farmers and
industry geeks in their initiatives. Lastly, he urged everyone present to
promote millet consumption as it is chemical free and a healthier
alternative.

Padmashree R.K. Narra, National President, Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce (DICCIl)in his welcome address mentioned that the Anna
Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) is a unique platform for all stakeholders to
connect on a common platform.

In his address, he made a reference to the age old healthy practice of
using millets in their diet and having a healthy lifestyle. He said that
Govt. India is now focusing on re-introducing health supplements
having millets for promoting a healthy lifestyle among the masses. He
urged all to join, collaborate, to promote, create awareness about
millets leading to increased consumption and cultivation benefitting
the farmers.

One of the highlights of The Shree Anna Mela is the presentation on the
Pradhan Mantri Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises
(PMFME) Scheme by Secretary, Agriculture Production and Family
Welfare, Mohammed Farooq Dar, shedding light on how this initiative
can benefit local farmers and entrepreneurs. He gave a detailed
overview with the statistics putting forward a true picture of the
progress in the agricultural sector in the UT of J & K



Guest of Honor Arun Manhas, MD, J&6K State Agro Industries
Development Corporation Ltd. J & Kin his special address talked about
the various challenges ranging from product packaging, marketing,
and making it reach the end users and invited support from the
academiq, industry for addressing these issues.He also suggested the
government incorporate it in the public distribution system which will
help to create increased awareness about millets in their daily diet. He
also urged and emphasized the need to come together and contribute
their part in increased awareness and usage of millets in our daily diet.

Chief Guest Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K in her
special address mentioned that The Shree Anna Mela has been a
testament to the potential of millets in enhancing food security,
improving nutrition, and boosting the income of our farmers.
She also spoke about various initiatives taken by JKRLM, J&K for
promoting millet cultivation with women empowerment. She also
expressed her gratitude towards all the partnering organizations and
allthe entrepreneurs, farmer fraternity from J6K for attending the event
and making this initiative a huge success.

This inaugural ceremony ended with the vote of thanks by DICCI
followed by Millet success stories by Avni Organics, Gian Network,
Kishtwar Millets, Horti Producers Co-operative Limited, Krishi Nari
Shakti and Sri Millets.

Shishram Tudwal, Zonal Manager of Central Bank of India, shared
insights into financial assistance for farmers while Dr. Vivek Sharma,
Chief Innovation Officer at [IM Jammu, discussed the adoption of next-
generation technologies in millet agriculture. Sessions on Al, e-



commerce SAAS platforms, storage technologies were chaired by [ITB
alumnus & entrepreneur Harish.

Another session on millet production value addition & Millet processing
were conducted by Dr. Meenakshi and Dr. Monika Sood, SKUAST
respectively. These sessions aimed to equip attendees with the
knowledge and tools necessary for the successful cultivation and
processing of millets.

The parallelly running industry meet commenced with a presentation
and promotional video by Dr. Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food
Processing Industries briefing about the upcoming Food Expo 2023
and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs from the
food sector from the U.T of J & K.

This was followed by addresses by Prof. B.S. Sahay proposed that the
industry, academia come together to create a healthy business
ecosystem for millets and he also proposed the concept of having an
industry meet at IIM Jammu. This was followed byShri Arun Manhas,
and Shrimati Indu Kanwal Chib, focusing on promoting collaboration
and industry growth in the millet sector.

Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry
and experts. The event concluded with a vote of thanks and ended on
a positive note. The industry meet featured top-league entrepreneurs,
industrialists from the Food sector in J & K. The industry interaction
turned out to be a healthy discussion with an outcome to synergize the
energies for creating increased awareness about millets, promoting
the agro based products from India on a global scale.



The Shree Anna Mela — Millet Fair-cum-Exhibition was a day filled with
innovation, learning, and networking opportunities, bringing together
farmers, industry representatives, academia, experts, and enthusiasts
under one roof. The event in frue sense showcased Jammu's

agricultural heritage and the potential of millets in shaping the future of
food processing.
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Friday, 06 October 2023

Shree Anna Mela-Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical Conference
organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation for
development

JAMMU: Indian Institute of Management Jammu (IIM)in association with Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce (DICCl)and Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree Anna Mela (Jammu Millets
Mela) and Technical Conference organized by Ministry of Food Processing Industries on 5th Oct 2023
at Radisson Blue, Jammu.

The event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders to celebrate the rich biodiversity and agro-
ecological practices of the state and explore the potential of millets in transforming the agricultural
landscape.

The Chief Guest for the event was Indu Kanwal Chib, JKAS, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K and Guest of
Honor was Arun Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd J&K. The event
was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu, Prof. Jabir Ali, Dean
Academics, IIM Jammu, Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and Family Welfare,
Padmashree R.K. Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development, Neha Ganju, Manager,
Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief Administrative Officer, IIM
Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma, CIO, IIM Jammu, and other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

The event kicked off with a vibrant schedule that included the arrival of dignitaries, the official
inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour of the exhibition stalls by the distinguished guests.

In his special address, Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu credited the Hon'ble Indian Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi, and Ministry of Food Processing Industries in popularizing the importance of
millets worldwide.

He also urged everyone in India to incorporate millets in their daily diet to achieve a healthier lifestyle
and abstain from unhealthy food. He reiterated that IIM Jammu promotes increased millet
consumption and ensured a full day meal made of millet once a week to help the students and faculty



attain a healthier lifestyle. He urged the farmers, academia and the industry people present here to
join hands and collaborate with the organizing team and discuss the marketing, branding, and pricing
of millet.

He also emphasized that [IM Jammu will always be eager to facilitate the interested farmers and
industry geeks in their initiatives. Lastly, he urged everyone present to promote millet consumption as
it is chemical free and a healthier alternative. Padmashree R.K. Narra, National President, Dalit Indian
Chamber of Commerce (DICCl)in his welcome address mentioned that the Anna Mela (Jammu Millets
Mela) is a unique platform for all stakeholders to connect on a common platform. In his address, he
made a reference to the age old healthy practice of using millets in their diet and having a healthy
lifestyle.

He said that Govt. India is now focusing on re-introducing health supplements having millets for
promoting a healthy lifestyle among the masses. He urged all to join, collaborate, to promote, create
awareness about millets leading to increased consumption and cultivation benefitting the farmers.

One of the highlights of The Shree Anna Mela is the presentation on the Pradhan Mantri Formalization
of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme by Secretary, Agriculture Production and
Family Welfare, Mohammed Farooq Dar, shedding light on how this initiative can benefit local farmers
and entrepreneurs. He gave a detailed overview with the statistics putting forward a true picture of
the progress in the agricultural sector in the U.T of J&K.

Guest of Honor Arun Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd. J & K in
his special address talked about the various challenges ranging from product packaging, marketing,
and making it reach the end users and invited support from the academia, industry for addressing
these issues.

He also suggested the government incorporate it in the public distribution system which will help to
create increased awareness about millets in their daily diet. He also urged and emphasized the need
to come together and contribute their part in increased awareness and usage of millets in our daily
diet.

Chief Guest Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K in her special address mentioned that The
Shree Anna Mela has been a testament to the potential of millets in enhancing food security, improving
nutrition, and boosting the income of our farmers.

She also spoke about various initiatives taken by JKRLM, J&K for promoting millet cultivation with
women empowerment. She also expressed her gratitude towards all the partnering organizations and
all the entrepreneurs, farmer fraternity from J&K for attending the event and making this initiative a
huge success.

This inaugural ceremony ended with the vote of thanks by DICCI followed by Millet success stories by
Avni Organics, Gian Network, Kishtwar Millets, Horti Producers Co-operative Limited, Krishi Nari Shakti
and Sri Millets.

Shishram Tudwal, Zonal Manager of Central Bank of India, shared insights into financial assistance for
farmers while Dr. Vivek Sharma, Chief Innovation Officer at IIM Jammu, discussed the adoption of next-
generation technologies in millet agriculture. Sessions on Al, e-commerce SAAS platforms, storage
technologies were chaired by IITB alumnus & entrepreneur Harish.



Another session on millet production value addition & Millet processing were conducted by Dr.
Meenakshi and Dr. Monika Sood, SKUAST respectively. These sessions aimed to equip attendees with
the knowledge and tools necessary for the successful cultivation and processing of millets.

The parallelly running industry meet commenced with a presentation and promotional video by Dr.
Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries briefing about the upcoming Food Expo
2023 and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs from the food sector from the U.T
of J&K.

This was followed by addresses by Prof. B.S. Sahay proposed that the industry, academia come
together to create a healthy business ecosystem for millets and he also proposed the concept of having
an industry meet at IIM Jammu. This was followed by Shri Arun Manhas, and Shrimati Indu Kanwal
Chib, focusing on promoting collaboration and industry growth in the millet sector.

Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry and experts. The event concluded
with a vote of thanks and ended on a positive note.

The industry meet featured top-league entrepreneurs, industrialists from the Food sector in J&K.

The industry interaction turned out to be a healthy discussion with an outcome to synergize the
energies for creating increased awareness about millets, promoting the agro based products from
India on a global scale.

The Shree Anna Mela - Millet Fair-cum-Exhibition was a day filled with innovation, learning, and
networking opportunities, bringing together farmers, industry representatives, academia, experts, and
enthusiasts under one roof.

The event in true sense showcased Jammu's agricultural heritage and the potential of millets in
shaping the future of food processing.

https://www.jammulinksnews.com/mb/newsdet.aspx?q=331159
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Friday, 06 October 2023

Shree Anna Mela-Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical Conference
organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation for
development

Jammu, October 05(Scoop News)-Indian Institute of Management Jammu (1IM)in association with Dalit
Indian Chamber of Commerce (DICCl)and Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree Anna
Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) and Technical Conference organized by Ministry of Food Processing
Industries on 5th Oct 2023 at Radisson Blue, Jammu. The event brought together a diverse group of
stakeholders to celebrate the rich biodiversity and agro-ecological practices of the state and explore
the potential of millets in transforming the agricultural landscape.

The Chief Guest for the event was Indu Kanwal Chib, JKAS, Mission Director, JKRLM, J & K and Guest of
Honor was Arun Manhas, MD, J & K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd J & K. The
event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu, Prof. Jabir Ali,
Dean Academics, IIM Jammu, Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and Family
Welfare, Padmashree R.K. Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development, Neha Ganiju,
Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief Administrative
Officer, IIM Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma, CIO, IIM Jammu, and other dignitaries were present on the
occasion. The event kicked off with a vibrant schedule that included the arrival of dignitaries, the
official inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour of the exhibition stalls by the distinguished guests.

In his special address, Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu credited the Hon’ble Indian Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi, and Ministry of Food Processing Industries in popularizing the importance of
millets worldwide. He also urged everyone in India to incorporate millets in their daily diet to achieve
a healthier lifestyle and abstain from unhealthy food. He reiterated that [IM Jammu promotes
increased millet consumption and ensured a full day meal made of millet once a week to help the
students and faculty attain a healthier lifestyle. He urged the farmers, academia and the industry
people present here to join hands and collaborate with the organizing team and discuss the marketing,
branding, and pricing of millet. He also emphasized that IIM Jammu will always be eager to facilitate
the interested farmers and industry geeks in their initiatives. Lastly, he urged everyone present to
promote millet consumption as it is chemical free and a healthier alternative.

Padmashree R.K. Narra, National President, Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce (DICCI)in his welcome
address mentioned that the Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) is a unique platform for all stakeholders
to connect on a common platform. In his address, he made a reference to the age old healthy practice
of using millets in their diet and having a healthy lifestyle. He said that Govt. India is now focusing on
re-introducing health supplements having millets for promoting a healthy lifestyle among the masses.



He urged all to join, collaborate, to promote, create awareness about millets leading to increased
consumption and cultivation benefitting the farmers.

One of the highlights of The Shree Anna Mela is the presentation on the Pradhan Mantri Formalization
of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme by Secretary, Agriculture Production and
Family Welfare, Mohammed Farooq Dar, shedding light on how this initiative can benefit local farmers
and entrepreneurs. He gave a detailed overview with the statistics putting forward a true picture of
the progress in the agricultural sector in the U.T of J & K.

Guest of Honor Arun Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd. J & K in
his special address talked about the various challenges ranging from product packaging, marketing,
and making it reach the end users and invited support from the academia, industry for addressing
these issues. He also suggested the government incorporate it in the public distribution system which
will help to create increased awareness about millets in their daily diet. He also urged and emphasized
the need to come together and contribute their part in increased awareness and usage of millets in
our daily diet.

Chief Guest Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K in her special address mentioned that The
Shree Anna Mela has been a testament to the potential of millets in enhancing food security, improving
nutrition, and boosting the income of our farmers. She also spoke about various initiatives taken by
JKRLM, J&K for promoting millet cultivation with women empowerment. She also expressed her
gratitude towards all the partnering organizations and all the entrepreneurs, farmer fraternity from
J&K for attending the event and making this initiative a huge success.

This inaugural ceremony ended with the vote of thanks by DICCI followed by Millet success stories by
Avni Organics, Gian Network, Kishtwar Millets, Horti Producers Co-operative Limited, Krishi Nari Shakti
and Sri Millets.

Shishram Tudwal, Zonal Manager of Central Bank of India, shared insights into financial assistance for
farmers while Dr. Vivek Sharma, Chief Innovation Officer at IIM Jammu, discussed the adoption of next-
generation technologies in millet agriculture. Sessions on Al, e-commerce SAAS platforms, storage
technologies were chaired by IITB alumnus & entrepreneur Harish.

Another session on millet production value addition & Millet processing were conducted by Dr.
Meenakshi and Dr. Monika Sood, SKUAST respectively. These sessions aimed to equip attendees with
the knowledge and tools necessary for the successful cultivation and processing of millets.

The parallelly running industry meet commenced with a presentation and promotional video by Dr.
Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries briefing about the upcoming Food Expo
2023 and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs from the food sector from the U.T
of J & K. This was followed by addresses by Prof. B.S. Sahay proposed that the industry, academia come
together to create a healthy business ecosystem for millets and he also proposed the concept of having
an industry meet at IIM Jammu. This was followed by Shri Arun Manhas, and Shrimati Indu Kanwal
Chib, focusing on promoting collaboration and industry growth in the millet sector.

Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry and experts. The event concluded
with a vote of thanks and ended on a positive note. The industry meet featured top-league
entrepreneurs, industrialists from the Food sector in J & K. The industry interaction turned out to be a
healthy discussion with an outcome to synergize the energies for creating increased awareness about
millets, promoting the agro based products from India on a global scale.



The Shree Anna Mela - Millet Fair-cum-Exhibition was a day filled with innovation, learning, and
networking opportunities, bringing together farmers, industry representatives, academia, experts, and
enthusiasts under one roof. The event in true sense showcased Jammu's agricultural heritage and the
potential of millets in shaping the future of food processing.
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Anna Mela-Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical Conference
organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation for
development

Jammu, October 05(Scoop News)-Indian Institute of Management Jammu (lIM)in association with Dalit
Indian Chamber of Commerce (DICCl)and Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree Anna
Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) and Technical Conference organized by Ministry of Food Processing
Industries on 5th Oct 2023 at Radisson Blue, Jammu. The event brought together a diverse group of
stakeholders to celebrate the rich biodiversity and agro-ecological practices of the state and explore
the potential of millets in transforming the agricultural landscape.

The Chief Guest for the event was Indu Kanwal Chib, JKAS, Mission Director, JKRLM, J & K and Guest of
Honor was Arun Manhas, MD, J & K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd J & K. The
event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu, Prof. Jabir Ali,
Dean Academics, IIM Jammu, Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and Family
Welfare, Padmashree R.K. Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development, Neha Ganju,
Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief Administrative
Officer, IIM Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma, CIO, IIM Jammu, and other dignitaries were present on the
occasion. The event kicked off with a vibrant schedule that included the arrival of dignitaries, the
official inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour of the exhibition stalls by the distinguished guests.

In his special address, Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu credited the Hon’ble Indian Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi, and Ministry of Food Processing Industries in popularizing the importance of
millets worldwide. He also urged everyone in India to incorporate millets in their daily diet to achieve
a healthier lifestyle and abstain from unhealthy food. He reiterated that [IM Jammu promotes
increased millet consumption and ensured a full day meal made of millet once a week to help the
students and faculty attain a healthier lifestyle. He urged the farmers, academia and the industry
people present here to join hands and collaborate with the organizing team and discuss the marketing,
branding, and pricing of millet. He also emphasized that [IM Jammu will always be eager to facilitate
the interested farmers and industry geeks in their initiatives. Lastly, he urged everyone present to
promote millet consumption as it is chemical free and a healthier alternative.

Padmashree R.K. Narra, National President, Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce (DICCI)in his welcome
address mentioned that the Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) is a unique platform for all stakeholders
to connect on a common platform. In his address, he made a reference to the age old healthy practice
of using millets in their diet and having a healthy lifestyle. He said that Govt. India is now focusing on
re-introducing health supplements having millets for promoting a healthy lifestyle among the masses.
He urged all to join, collaborate, to promote, create awareness about millets leading to increased
consumption and cultivation benefitting the farmers.



One of the highlights of The Shree Anna Mela is the presentation on the Pradhan Mantri Formalization
of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme by Secretary, Agriculture Production and
Family Welfare, Mohammed Farooq Dar, shedding light on how this initiative can benefit local farmers
and entrepreneurs. He gave a detailed overview with the statistics putting forward a true picture of
the progress in the agricultural sector in the U.T of J & K.

Guest of Honor Arun Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd. J & K in
his special address talked about the various challenges ranging from product packaging, marketing,
and making it reach the end users and invited support from the academia, industry for addressing
these issues. He also suggested the government incorporate it in the public distribution system which
will help to create increased awareness about millets in their daily diet. He also urged and emphasized
the need to come together and contribute their part in increased awareness and usage of millets in
our daily diet.

Chief Guest Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K in her special address mentioned that The
Shree Anna Mela has been a testament to the potential of millets in enhancing food security, improving
nutrition, and boosting the income of our farmers. She also spoke about various initiatives taken by
JKRLM, J&K for promoting millet cultivation with women empowerment. She also expressed her
gratitude towards all the partnering organizations and all the entrepreneurs, farmer fraternity from
J&K for attending the event and making this initiative a huge success.

This inaugural ceremony ended with the vote of thanks by DICCI followed by Millet success stories by
Avni Organics, Gian Network, Kishtwar Millets, Horti Producers Co-operative Limited, Krishi Nari Shakti
and Sri Millets.

Shishram Tudwal, Zonal Manager of Central Bank of India, shared insights into financial assistance for
farmers while Dr. Vivek Sharma, Chief Innovation Officer at IIM Jammu, discussed the adoption of next-
generation technologies in millet agriculture. Sessions on Al, e-commerce SAAS platforms, storage
technologies were chaired by IITB alumnus & entrepreneur Harish.

Another session on millet production value addition & Millet processing were conducted by Dr.
Meenakshi and Dr. Monika Sood, SKUAST respectively. These sessions aimed to equip attendees with
the knowledge and tools necessary for the successful cultivation and processing of millets.

The parallelly running industry meet commenced with a presentation and promotional video by Dr.
Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries briefing about the upcoming Food Expo
2023 and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs from the food sector from the U.T
of J & K. This was followed by addresses by Prof. B.S. Sahay proposed that the industry, academia come
together to create a healthy business ecosystem for millets and he also proposed the concept of having
an industry meet at IIM Jammu. This was followed by Shri Arun Manhas, and Shrimati Indu Kanwal
Chib, focusing on promoting collaboration and industry growth in the millet sector.

Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry and experts. The event concluded
with a vote of thanks and ended on a positive note. The industry meet featured top-league
entrepreneurs, industrialists from the Food sector in J & K. The industry interaction turned out to be a
healthy discussion with an outcome to synergize the energies for creating increased awareness about
millets, promoting the agro based products from India on a global scale.

The Shree Anna Mela - Millet Fair-cum-Exhibition was a day filled with innovation, learning, and
networking opportunities, bringing together farmers, industry representatives, academia, experts, and



enthusiasts under one roof. The event in true sense showcased Jammu's agricultural heritage and the
potential of millets in shaping the future of food processing.

http://www.kipnews.in/newsdet.aspx?q=28614
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Shree Anna Mela-Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical Conference
organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation for
development

October 5, 2023

Ministry of Food Processing Industries in association with IIM Jammu, DICCI and Theta Foundation
for Development Celebrates Jammu’s rich Agriculture

JAMMU: Indian Institute of Management Jammu (IIM)in association with Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce (DICCl)and Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree Anna Mela (Jammu Millets
Mela) and Technical Conference organized by Ministry of Food Processing Industries on 5th Oct 2023
at Radisson Blue, Jammu.

The event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders to celebrate the rich biodiversity and agro-
ecological practices of the state and explore the potential of millets in transforming the agricultural
landscape.

The Chief Guest for the event was Indu Kanwal Chib, JKAS, Mission Director, JKRLM, J & K and Guest of
Honor was Arun Manhas, MD, J & K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd J & K. The
event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, [IM Jammu, Prof. Jabir Ali,
Dean Academics, IIM Jammu, Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and Family
Welfare, Padmashree R. K. Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development, Neha Ganju,
Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief Administrative
Officer, IIM Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma, CIO, IIM Jammu, and other dignitaries were present on the
occasion.


https://www.streettimes.in/wp-content/uploads/2023/10/Shree-Anna-Mela-Millet-Fair-Cum-Exhibition-Technical-Conference-organized-at-IIM-JammuAE.jpg

The event kicked off with a vibrant schedule that included the arrival of dignitaries, the official
inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour of the exhibition stalls by the distinguished guests.

In his special address, Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu credited the Indian Prime Minister,
Narendra Modi, and Ministry of Food Processing Industries in popularizing the importance of millets
worldwide. He also urged everyone in India to incorporate millets in their daily diet to achieve a
healthier lifestyle and abstain from unhealthy food.

He reiterated that IIM Jammu promotes increased millet consumption and ensured a full day meal
made of millet once a week to help the students and faculty attain a healthier lifestyle. He urged the
farmers, academia and the industry people present here to join hands and collaborate with the
organizing team and discuss the marketing, branding, and pricing of millet.

He also emphasized that IIM Jammu will always be eager to facilitate the interested farmers and
industry geeks in their initiatives. Lastly, he urged everyone present to promote millet consumption as
it is chemical free and a healthier alternative.

Padmashree R.K. Narra, National President, Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce (DICCI)in his welcome
address mentioned that the Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) is a unique platform for all stakeholders
to connect on a common platform. In his address, he made a reference to the age old healthy practice
of using millets in their diet and having a healthy lifestyle.

He said that Govt. India is now focusing on re-introducing health supplements having millets for
promoting a healthy lifestyle among the masses. He urged all to join, collaborate, to promote, create
awareness about millets leading to increased consumption and cultivation benefitting the farmers.

One of the highlights of The Shree Anna Mela is the presentation on the Pradhan Mantri Formalization
of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme by Secretary, Agriculture Production and
Family Welfare, Mohammed Farooq Dar, shedding light on how this initiative can benefit local farmers
and entrepreneurs.

He gave a detailed overview with the statistics putting forward a true picture of the progress in the
agricultural sector in the UT of ] & K.

Guest of Honor Arun Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd. J & K in
his special address talked about the various challenges ranging from product packaging, marketing,
and making it reach the end users and invited support from the academia, industry for addressing
these issues.

He also suggested the government incorporate it in the public distribution system which will help to
create increased awareness about millets in their daily diet. He also urged and emphasized the need
to come together and contribute their part in increased awareness and usage of millets in our daily
diet.

Chief Guest Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K in her special address mentioned that The
Shree Anna Mela has been a testament to the potential of millets in enhancing food security, improving
nutrition, and boosting the income of our farmers. She also spoke about various initiatives taken by
JKRLM, J&K for promoting millet cultivation with women empowerment.

She also expressed her gratitude towards all the partnering organizations and all the entrepreneurs,
farmer fraternity from J&K for attending the event and making this initiative a huge success.



This inaugural ceremony ended with the vote of thanks by DICCI followed by Millet success stories by
Avni Organics, Gian Network, Kishtwar Millets, Horti Producers Co-operative Limited, Krishi Nari Shakti
and Sri Millets.

Shishram Tudwal, Zonal Manager of Central Bank of India, shared insights into financial assistance for
farmers while Dr. Vivek Sharma, Chief Innovation Officer at IIM Jammu, discussed the adoption of next-
generation technologies in millet agriculture. Sessions on Al, e-commerce SAAS platforms, storage
technologies were chaired by IITB alumnus & entrepreneur Harish.

Another session on millet production value addition & Millet processing were conducted by Dr.
Meenakshi and Dr. Monika Sood, SKUAST respectively. These sessions aimed to equip attendees with
the knowledge and tools necessary for the successful cultivation and processing of millets.

The parallelly running industry meet commenced with a presentation and promotional video by Dr.
Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries briefing about the upcoming Food Expo
2023 and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs from the food sector from the U.T
of J & K.

This was followed by addresses by Prof. B.S. Sahay proposed that the industry, academia come
together to create a healthy business ecosystem for millets and he also proposed the concept of having
an industry meet at IIM Jammu. This was followed by Arun Manhas, and Indu Kanwal Chib, focusing
on promoting collaboration and industry growth in the millet sector.

Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry and experts. The event concluded
with a vote of thanks and ended on a positive note. The industry meet featured top-league
entrepreneurs, industrialists from the Food sector in J & K. The industry interaction turned out to be a
healthy discussion with an outcome to synergize the energies for creating increased awareness about
millets, promoting the agro based products from India on a global scale.

The Shree Anna Mela — Millet Fair-cum-Exhibition was a day filled with innovation, learning, and
networking opportunities, bringing together farmers, industry representatives, academia, experts, and
enthusiasts under one roof. The event in true sense showcased Jammu’s agricultural heritage and the
potential of millets in shaping the future of food processing.

https://www.streettimes.in/shree-anna-mela-millet-fair-cum-exhibition-technical-conference-
organized-at-iim-jammu/
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Friday, 06 October 2023

Shree Anna Mela-Millet Fair Cum Exhibition, Technical Conference
organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation for
development

JAMMU: Indian Institute of Management Jammu (IIM)in association with Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce (DICCl)and Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree Anna Mela (Jammu Millets
Mela) and Technical Conference organized by Ministry of Food Processing Industries on 5th Oct 2023
at Radisson Blue, Jammu. The event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders to celebrate the
rich biodiversity and agro-ecological practices of the state and explore the potential of millets in
transforming the agricultural landscape.

The Chief Guest for the event was Indu Kanwal Chib, JKAS, Mission Director, JKRLM, J & K and Guest of
Honor was Arun Manhas, MD, J & K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd J & K. The
event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu, Prof. Jabir Ali,
Dean Academics, IIM Jammu, Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and Family
Welfare, Padmashree R.K. Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development, Neha Ganiju,
Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief Administrative
Officer, IIM Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma, CIO, [IM Jammu, and other dignitaries were present on the
occasion. The event kicked off with a vibrant schedule that included the arrival of dignitaries, the
official inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour of the exhibition stalls by the distinguished guests.

In his special address, Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu credited the Hon’ble Indian Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi, and Ministry of Food Processing Industries in popularizing the importance of
millets worldwide. He also urged everyone in India to incorporate millets in their daily diet to achieve
a healthier lifestyle and abstain from unhealthy food. He reiterated that [IM Jammu promotes
increased millet consumption and ensured a full day meal made of millet once a week to help the
students and faculty attain a healthier lifestyle. He urged the farmers, academia and the industry
people present here to join hands and collaborate with the organizing team and discuss the marketing,
branding, and pricing of millet. He also emphasized that IIM Jammu will always be eager to facilitate
the interested farmers and industry geeks in their initiatives. Lastly, he urged everyone present to
promote millet consumption as it is chemical free and a healthier alternative.

Padmashree R.K. Narra, National President, Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce (DICCI)in his welcome
address mentioned that the Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) is a unique platform for all stakeholders
to connect on a common platform. In his address, he made a reference to the age old healthy practice
of using millets in their diet and having a healthy lifestyle. He said that Govt. India is now focusing on
re-introducing health supplements having millets for promoting a healthy lifestyle among the masses.



He urged all to join, collaborate, to promote, create awareness about millets leading to increased
consumption and cultivation benefitting the farmers.

One of the highlights of The Shree Anna Mela is the presentation on the Pradhan Mantri Formalization
of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme by Secretary, Agriculture Production and
Family Welfare, Mohammed Farooq Dar, shedding light on how this initiative can benefit local farmers
and entrepreneurs. He gave a detailed overview with the statistics putting forward a true picture of
the progress in the agricultural sector in the U.T of J & K.

Guest of Honor Arun Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd. J & K in
his special address talked about the various challenges ranging from product packaging, marketing,
and making it reach the end users and invited support from the academia, industry for addressing
these issues. He also suggested the government incorporate it in the public distribution system which
will help to create increased awareness about millets in their daily diet. He also urged and emphasized
the need to come together and contribute their part in increased awareness and usage of millets in
our daily diet.

Chief Guest Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K in her special address mentioned that The
Shree Anna Mela has been a testament to the potential of millets in enhancing food security, improving
nutrition, and boosting the income of our farmers. She also spoke about various initiatives taken by
JKRLM, J&K for promoting millet cultivation with women empowerment. She also expressed her
gratitude towards all the partnering organizations and all the entrepreneurs, farmer fraternity from
J&K for attending the event and making this initiative a huge success.

This inaugural ceremony ended with the vote of thanks by DICCI followed by Millet success stories by
Avni Organics, Gian Network, Kishtwar Millets, Horti Producers Co-operative Limited, Krishi Nari Shakti
and Sri Millets.

Shishram Tudwal, Zonal Manager of Central Bank of India, shared insights into financial assistance for
farmers while Dr. Vivek Sharma, Chief Innovation Officer at IIM Jammu, discussed the adoption of next-
generation technologies in millet agriculture. Sessions on Al, e-commerce SAAS platforms, storage
technologies were chaired by IITB alumnus & entrepreneur Harish. Another session on millet
production value addition & Millet processing were conducted by Dr. Meenakshi and Dr. Monika Sood,
SKUAST respectively. These sessions aimed to equip attendees with the knowledge and tools necessary
for the successful cultivation and processing of millets.

The parallelly running industry meet commenced with a presentation and promotional video by Dr.
Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries briefing about the upcoming Food Expo
2023 and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs from the food sector from the U.T
of J & K. This was followed by addresses by Prof. B.S. Sahay proposed that the industry, academia come
together to create a healthy business ecosystem for millets and he also proposed the concept of having
an industry meet at IIM Jammu. This was followed by Shri Arun Manhas, and Shrimati Indu Kanwal
Chib, focusing on promoting collaboration and industry growth in the millet sector.

Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry and experts. The event concluded
with a vote of thanks and ended on a positive note. The industry meet featured top-league
entrepreneurs, industrialists from the Food sector in J & K. The industry interaction turned out to be a
healthy discussion with an outcome to synergize the energies for creating increased awareness about
millets, promoting the agro based products from India on a global scale.



The Shree Anna Mela - Millet Fair-cum-Exhibition was a day filled with innovation, learning, and
networking opportunities, bringing together farmers, industry representatives, academia, experts, and
enthusiasts under one roof. The event in true sense showcased Jammu's agricultural heritage and the
potential of millets in shaping the future of food processing.

https://jkmonitor.org/shree-anna-mela-millet-fair-cum-exhibition-technical-conference-organized-at-
iim-jammu
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Indian Institute of Management Jammu (lIM)in association with Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce
(DICCl)and Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela)



and Technical Conference organized by Ministry of Food Processing Industries on 5th Oct 2023 at
Radisson Blue, Jammu. The event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders to celebrate
the rich biodiversity and agro-ecological practices of the state and explore the potential of millets
in transforming the agricultural landscape.The Chief Guest for the event was Indu Kanwal Chib,
JKAS, Mission Director, JKRLM, J & K and Guest of Honor was Arun Manhas, MD, J & K State Agro
Industries Development Corporation Ltd J & K.

The event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu, Prof. Jabir
Ali, Dean Academics, IIM Jammu, Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and
Family Welfare, Padmashree R.K. Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development, Neha
Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief
Administrative Officer, IIM Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma, CIO, IIM Jammu, and other dignitaries were
present on the occasion. The event kicked off with a vibrant schedule that included the arrival of
dignitaries, the official inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour of the exhibition stalls by the
distinguished guests.

In his special address, Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu credited the Hon’ble Indian Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, and Ministry of Food Processing Industries in popularizing the
importance of millets worldwide. He also urged everyone in India to incorporate millets in their
daily diet to achieve a healthier lifestyle and abstain from unhealthy food. He reiterated that IIM
Jammu promotes increased millet consumption and ensured a full day meal made of millet once a
week to help the students and faculty attain a healthier lifestyle.

He urged the farmers, academia and the industry people present here to join hands and collaborate
with the organizing team and discuss the marketing, branding, and pricing of millet. He also
emphasized that IIM Jammu will always be eager to facilitate the interested farmers and industry
geeks in their initiatives. Lastly, he urged everyone present to promote millet consumption as it is
chemical free and a healthier alternative.

Padmashree R.K. Narra, National President, Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce (DICCl)in his
welcome address mentioned that the Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) is a unique platform for all
stakeholders to connect on a common platform.

In his address, he made a reference to the age old healthy practice of using millets in their diet and
having a healthy lifestyle. He said that Govt. India is now focusing on re-introducing health
supplements having millets for promoting a healthy lifestyle among the masses. He urged all to join,
collaborate, to promote, create awareness about millets leading to increased consumption and
cultivation benefitting the farmers.

One of the highlights of The Shree Anna Mela is the presentation on the Pradhan Mantri
Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme by Secretary, Agriculture
Production and Family Welfare, Mohammed Farooq Dar, shedding light on how this initiative can
benefit local farmers and entrepreneurs. He gave a detailed overview with the statistics putting
forward a true picture of the progress in the agricultural sector in the U.T of J & K.

Guest of Honor Arun Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd. J & K
in his special address talked about the various challenges ranging from product packaging,
marketing, and making it reach the end users and invited support from the academia, industry for
addressing these issues.



He also suggested the government incorporate it in the public distribution system which will help
to create increased awareness about millets in their daily diet. He also urged and emphasized the
need to come together and contribute their part in increased awareness and usage of millets in our
daily diet.

Chief Guest Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K in her special address mentioned that
The Shree Anna Mela has been a testament to the potential of millets in enhancing food security,
improving nutrition, and boosting the income of our farmers.

She also spoke about various initiatives taken by JKRLM, J&K for promoting millet cultivation with
women empowerment. She also expressed her gratitude towards all the partnering organizations
and all the entrepreneurs, farmer fraternity from J&K for attending the event and making this
initiative a huge success.

This inaugural ceremony ended with the vote of thanks by DICCI followed by Millet success stories
by Avni Organics, Gian Network, Kishtwar Millets, Horti Producers Co-operative Limited, Krishi
Nari Shakti and Sri Millets.

Shishram Tudwal, Zonal Manager of Central Bank of India, shared insights into financial assistance
for farmers while Dr. Vivek Sharma, Chief Innovation Officer at IIM Jammu, discussed the adoption
of next-generation technologies in millet agriculture. Sessions on Al, e-commerce SAAS platforms,
storage technologies were chaired by IITB alumnus & entrepreneur Harish.

Another session on millet production value addition & Millet processing were conducted by Dr.
Meenakshi and Dr. Monika Sood, SKUAST respectively. These sessions aimed to equip attendees
with the knowledge and tools necessary for the successful cultivation and processing of millets.
The parallelly running industry meet commenced with a presentation and promotional video by Dr.
Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries briefing about the upcoming Food
Expo 2023 and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs from the food sector from
the UT of J& K.

This was followed by addresses by Prof. B.S. Sahay proposed that the industry, academia come
together to create a healthy business ecosystem for millets and he also proposed the concept of
having an industry meet at IIM Jammu. This was followed byShri Arun Manhas, and Shrimati Indu
Kanwal Chib, focusing on promoting collaboration and industry growth in the millet sector.
Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry and experts. The event
concluded with a vote of thanks and ended on a positive note. The industry meet featured top-
league entrepreneurs, industrialists from the Food sector in J & K. The industry interaction turned
out to be a healthy discussion with an outcome to synergize the energies for creating increased
awareness about millets, promoting the agro based products from India on a global scale.

The Shree Anna Mela - Millet Fair-cum-Exhibition was a day filled with innovation, learning, and
networking opportunities, bringing together farmers, industry representatives, academia, experts,
and enthusiasts under one roof. The event in true sense showcased Jammu's agricultural heritage
and the potential of millets in shaping the future of food processing.
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Jammu, 05 Oct 2023

Indian Institute of Management Jammu (IIM)in association with Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce
(DICCl)and Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela)
and Technical Conference organized by Ministry of Food Processing Industries on 5th Oct 2023 at
Radisson Blue, Jammu. The event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders to celebrate
the rich biodiversity and agro-ecological practices of the state and explore the potential of millets
in transforming the agricultural landscape.The Chief Guest for the event was Indu Kanwal Chib,
JKAS, Mission Director, JKRLM, J & K and Guest of Honor was Arun Manhas, MD, J & K State Agro
Industries Development Corporation Ltd J & K.

The event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, [IM Jammu, Prof. Jabir
Ali, Dean Academics, IIM Jammu, Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and
Family Welfare, Padmashree R.K. Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development, Neha
Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief
Administrative Officer, IIM Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma, CIO, IIM Jammu, and other dignitaries were
present on the occasion. The event kicked off with a vibrant schedule that included the arrival of



dignitaries, the official inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour of the exhibition stalls by the
distinguished guests.

In his special address, Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, [IM Jammu credited the Hon’ble Indian Prime
Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, and Ministry of Food Processing Industries in popularizing the
importance of millets worldwide. He also urged everyone in India to incorporate millets in their
daily diet to achieve a healthier lifestyle and abstain from unhealthy food. He reiterated that 1IM
Jammu promotes increased millet consumption and ensured a full day meal made of millet once a
week to help the students and faculty attain a healthier lifestyle.

He urged the farmers, academia and the industry people present here to join hands and collaborate
with the organizing team and discuss the marketing, branding, and pricing of millet. He also
emphasized that IIM Jammu will always be eager to facilitate the interested farmers and industry
geeks in their initiatives. Lastly, he urged everyone present to promote millet consumption as it is
chemical free and a healthier alternative.

Padmashree R.K. Narra, National President, Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce (DICCl)in his
welcome address mentioned that the Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) is a unique platform for all
stakeholders to connect on a common platform.

In his address, he made a reference to the age old healthy practice of using millets in their diet and
having a healthy lifestyle. He said that Govt. India is now focusing on re-introducing health
supplements having millets for promoting a healthy lifestyle among the masses. He urged all to join,
collaborate, to promote, create awareness about millets leading to increased consumption and
cultivation benefitting the farmers.

One of the highlights of The Shree Anna Mela is the presentation on the Pradhan Mantri
Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme by Secretary, Agriculture
Production and Family Welfare, Mohammed Farooq Dar, shedding light on how this initiative can
benefit local farmers and entrepreneurs. He gave a detailed overview with the statistics putting
forward a true picture of the progress in the agricultural sector in the U.T of J & K.

Guest of Honor Arun Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd. J & K
in his special address talked about the various challenges ranging from product packaging,
marketing, and making it reach the end users and invited support from the academia, industry for
addressing these issues.

He also suggested the government incorporate it in the public distribution system which will help
to create increased awareness about millets in their daily diet. He also urged and emphasized the
need to come together and contribute their part in increased awareness and usage of millets in our
daily diet.

Chief Guest Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K in her special address mentioned that
The Shree Anna Mela has been a testament to the potential of millets in enhancing food security,
improving nutrition, and boosting the income of our farmers.

She also spoke about various initiatives taken by JKRLM, J&K for promoting millet cultivation with
women empowerment. She also expressed her gratitude towards all the partnering organizations
and all the entrepreneurs, farmer fraternity from J&K for attending the event and making this
initiative a huge success.



This inaugural ceremony ended with the vote of thanks by DICCI followed by Millet success stories
by Avni Organics, Gian Network, Kishtwar Millets, Horti Producers Co-operative Limited, Krishi
Nari Shakti and Sri Millets.

Shishram Tudwal, Zonal Manager of Central Bank of India, shared insights into financial assistance
for farmers while Dr. Vivek Sharma, Chief Innovation Officer at IIM Jammu, discussed the adoption
of next-generation technologies in millet agriculture. Sessions on Al, e-commerce SAAS platforms,
storage technologies were chaired by IITB alumnus & entrepreneur Harish.

Another session on millet production value addition & Millet processing were conducted by Dr.
Meenakshi and Dr. Monika Sood, SKUAST respectively. These sessions aimed to equip attendees
with the knowledge and tools necessary for the successful cultivation and processing of millets.
The parallelly running industry meet commenced with a presentation and promotional video by Dr.
Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries briefing about the upcoming Food
Expo 2023 and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs from the food sector from
the U.T of J & K.

This was followed by addresses by Prof. B.S. Sahay proposed that the industry, academia come
together to create a healthy business ecosystem for millets and he also proposed the concept of
having an industry meet at IIM Jammu. This was followed byShri Arun Manhas, and Shrimati Indu
Kanwal Chib, focusing on promoting collaboration and industry growth in the millet sector.
Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry and experts. The event
concluded with a vote of thanks and ended on a positive note. The industry meet featured top-
league entrepreneurs, industrialists from the Food sector in J & K. The industry interaction turned
out to be a healthy discussion with an outcome to synergize the energies for creating increased
awareness about millets, promoting the agro based products from India on a global scale.

The Shree Anna Mela - Millet Fair-cum-Exhibition was a day filled with innovation, learning, and
networking opportunities, bringing together farmers, industry representatives, academia, experts,
and enthusiasts under one roof. The event in true sense showcased Jammu's agricultural heritage
and the potential of millets in shaping the future of food processing.
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Shree Anna Mela At Radisson
Blue, Jammu, Explores The
Future Of Millet Farming And
Agro-Ecological Practices

Shree Anna Mela-Millet Fair Cum Exhibition and
Technical Conference organized by Ministry of Food
Processing Industries in association with DICCI and
knowledge partners IIM Jammu and Theta Foundation
for Development Celebrates Jammu's rich Agriculture.

By Bold News Online Desk On Oct 6, 2023
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Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree Anna Mela
(Jammu Millets Mela) and Technical Conference organized by Ministry
of Food Processing Industries on 5 Oct 2023 at Radisson Blue, Jammu.
The event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders to
celebrate the rich biodiversity and agro-ecological practices of the
state and explore the potential of millets in transforming the
agricultural landscape.

The Chief Guest for the event was Shrimati Indu Kanwal Chib, JKAS,
Mission Director, JKRLM, J & K and Guest of Honor was Shri Arun
Manhas, MD, J & K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd
J & K. The event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof. B.S.
Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu, Prof. Jabir Ali, Dean Academics, [IM
Jammu, Shri Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture
Production and Family Welfare, Padmashree Shri R.K. Narra, Shri
Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development, Shrimati Neha
Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan
Baskkaran (R), Chief Administrative Officer, IIM Jammu, Dr. Vivek
Sharma, CIO, IIM Jammu, and other dignitaries present on the
occasion. The event kicked off with a vibrant schedule that included
the arrival of dignitaries, the official inauguration of the exhibition, and
a tour of the exhibition stalls by the distinguished guests.

In his special address, Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IM Jammu credited
the Hon’ble Indian Prime Minister, Shri Narendra Modi, and Ministry of
Food Processing Industries in popularizing the importance of millets
worldwide. He also urged that everyone in India to incorporate millets
in their daily diet to achieve a healthier lifestyle and abstain from
unhealthy food. He reiterated that IIM Jaommu promotes increased
millet consumption and ensured a full day meal made of millet once
a week to help the students and faculty attain a healthier lifestyle. He
urged the farmers, academia and the industry people present here to
join hands and collaborate with the organizing team and discuss the
marketing, branding, and pricing of millet. He also emphasized that IIM



Jammu will always be eager to facilitate the interested farmers and
industry geeks in their initiatives. Lastly, he urged everyone present to
promote millet consumption as it is chemical free and a
healthier alternative.Top of Form

Padmashree Shri RK. Narra, National President, Dalit Indian Chamber
of Commerce (DICCI) in his welcome address mentioned that the
Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) is a unique platform for all
stakeholders to connect on a common platform. In his address, he
made a reference to age old healthy practice of using millets in their
diet and having a healthy lifestyle. He said that Govt. Of India is now
focusing on re-introducing health supplements having millets for
promoting a healthy lifestyle among the masses. He urged all to join
collaborate, to promote, create awareness about millets leading to
increased consumption and cultivation benefitting the farmers.

One of the highlights of The Shree Anna Mela is the presentation on the
Pradhan Mantri Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises
(PMFME) Scheme by Secretary, Agriculture Production and Family
Welfare, Shri Mohammed Farooq Dar, shedding light on how this
initiative can benefit local farmers and entrepreneurs. He gave a
detailed overview with the statistics putting forward a true picture of
the progress in the agricultural sector in the U.T of J & K.

Guest of Honor Shri Arun Manhas, MD, J & K State Agro Industries
Development Corporation Ltd. J &K in his special address talked about
the various challenges ranging from product packaging, marketing,
and making it reach the end users and invited support from the
academia, industry for addressing these issues. He also suggested the
government incorporate it in public distribution system which will help
to create increased awareness about millets in their daily diet. He also
urged and emphasized the need to come together and contribute
their partin increased awareness and usage of millets in our daily diet.



Chief Guest Shrimati Indu Kanwal Chib, JKAS, Mission Director, JKRLM, J
& K in her special address mentioned that The Shree Anna Mela has
been a testament to the potential of millets in enhancing food security,
improving nutrition, and boosting the income of our farmers. She also
spoke about various initiatives taken by JKRLM, J & K for promoting
millet cultivation with women empowerment. She also expressed her
gratitude towards all the partnering organizations and all the
entrepreneurs, farmer fraternity from J & K for attending the event and
making this initiative a huge success.

This inaugural ceremony ended with the vote of thanks by DICCI
followed by Millet success stories by Avni Organics, Gian Network,
Kishtwar Millets and Horti Producers Co-operative Limited, Krishi Nari
Shakti and Sri Millets. Shri Shishram Tudwal, Zonal Manager of Central
Bank of India and J & K Bank, shared insights into financial assistance
for farmers, while Dr. Vivek Sharma, Chief Innovation Officer at IIM
Jammu, discussed the adoption of next-generation technologies in
millet agriculture. Sessions on Al, e-commerce SAAS platforms,
storage technologies was chaired by IITB alumnus & entrepreneur Mr.
Harish. Another session on millet production value addition & Millet
processing were conducted by Dr. Meenakshi and Dr. Monika Sood,
SKUAST respectively. These sessions aimed to equip attendees with
the knowledge and tools necessary for the successful cultivation and
processing of millets.

The parallelly running industry meet commenced with a presentation
and promotional video by Dr. Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food
Processing Industries briefing about the upcoming Food Expo 2023
and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs from the
food sector from the U.T of J & K. This was followed by addresses by
Prof. B.S. Sahay who proposed that the industry, academia coming
together for creating a healthy business ecosystem for millets and he
also proposed the concept of having an industry meet at IIM Jammu.
This was followed by Shri Arun Manhas, and Shrimati Indu Kanwal Chib,



focusing on promoting collaboration and industry growth in the millet
sector.

Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry
and experts. The event concluded with a vote of thanks and ended on
a positive note. The industry meet featured top-league entrepreneurs,
industrialists from the Food sector in J & K. The industry interaction
turned out to be healthy discussion with an outcome to synergize the
energies for creating increased awareness about millets, promoting
the agro based products from India on a global scale.

The Shree Anna Mela — Millet Fair-cum-Exhibition was a day filled with
innovation, learning, and networking opportunities, bringing together
farmers, industry representatives, academia, experts, and enthusiasts
under one roof. The event in true sense showcased Jammu's
agricultural heritage and the potential of millets in shaping the future
of food processing.
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Shree Anna Mela-Millet Fair, Technical Conference organized by MoFPI, DICCI, IIM Jammu and
Theta Foundation for Development
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JAMMU: Indian Institute of Management Jammu (IIM)in association with Dalit Indian Chamber of
Commerce (DICCl)and Theta Foundation for Development hosted the Shree Anna Mela (Jammu Millets
Mela) and Technical Conference organized by Ministry of Food Processing Industries on 5th Oct 2023
at Radisson Blue, Jammu. The event brought together a diverse group of stakeholders to celebrate the
rich biodiversity and agro-ecological practices of the state and explore the potential of millets in
transforming the agricultural landscape.
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The Chief Guest for the event was Ms. Indu Kanwal Chib, JKAS, Mission Director, JKRLM, J & K and
Guest of Honor was Sh. Arun Manhas, MD, J & K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd J
& K. The event was formally inaugurated in presence of Prof. B.S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu, Prof.
Jabir Ali, Dean Academics, [IM Jammu, Mohammed Farooq Dar, Secretary, Agriculture Production and
Family Welfare, Padmashree R.K. Narra, Gaurav Gupta, Theta Foundation for Development, Neha
Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries, Cmdr. Kesavan Baskkaran (R), Chief
Administrative Officer, IIM Jammu, Dr. Vivek Sharma, CIO, IIM Jammu, and other dignitaries were
present on the occasion. The event kicked off with a vibrant schedule that included the arrival of
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dignitaries, the official inauguration of the exhibition, and a tour of the exhibition stalls by the
distinguished guests.

In his special address, Prof. B. S. Sahay, Director, IIM Jammu credited the Hon’ble Indian Prime Minister,
Shri Narendra Modi, and Ministry of Food Processing Industries in popularizing the importance of
millets worldwide. He also urged everyone in India to incorporate millets in their daily diet to achieve
a healthier lifestyle and abstain from unhealthy food. He reiterated that IIM Jammu promotes
increased millet consumption and ensured a full day meal made of millet once a week to help the
students and faculty attain a healthier lifestyle. He urged the farmers, academia and the industry
people present here to join hands and collaborate with the organizing team and discuss the marketing,
branding, and pricing of millet. He also emphasized that IIM Jammu will always be eager to facilitate
the interested farmers and industry geeks in their initiatives. Lastly, he urged everyone present to
promote millet consumption as it is chemical free and a healthier alternative.

Padmashree R.K. Narra, National President, Dalit Indian Chamber of Commerce (DICCl)in his welcome
address mentioned that the Anna Mela (Jammu Millets Mela) is a unique platform for all stakeholders
to connect on a common platform. In his address, he made a reference to the age old healthy practice
of using millets in their diet and having a healthy lifestyle. He said that Govt. India is now focusing on
re-introducing health supplements having millets for promoting a healthy lifestyle among the masses.
He urged all to join, collaborate, to promote, create awareness about millets leading to increased
consumption and cultivation benefitting the farmers.

One of the highlights of The Shree Anna Mela is the presentation on the Pradhan Mantri Formalization
of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PMFME) Scheme by Secretary, Agriculture Production and
Family Welfare, Mohammed Farooq Dar, shedding light on how this initiative can benefit local farmers
and entrepreneurs. He gave a detailed overview with the statistics putting forward a true picture of
the progress in the agricultural sector in the U.T of J & K.

Guest of Honor Arun Manhas, MD, J&K State Agro Industries Development Corporation Ltd. J & K in
his special address talked about the various challenges ranging from product packaging, marketing,
and making it reach the end users and invited support from the academia, industry for addressing
these issues. He also suggested the government incorporate it in the public distribution system which
will help to create increased awareness about millets in their daily diet. He also urged and emphasized
the need to come together and contribute their part in increased awareness and usage of millets in
our daily diet.

Chief Guest Indu Kanwal Chib, Mission Director, JKRLM, J&K in her special address mentioned that The
Shree Anna Mela has been a testament to the potential of millets in enhancing food security, improving
nutrition, and boosting the income of our farmers. She also spoke about various initiatives taken by
JKRLM, J&K for promoting millet cultivation with women empowerment. She also expressed her
gratitude towards all the partnering organizations and all the entrepreneurs, farmer fraternity from
J&K for attending the event and making this initiative a huge success.

This inaugural ceremony ended with the vote of thanks by DICCI followed by Millet success stories by
Avni Organics, Gian Network, Kishtwar Millets, Horti Producers Co-operative Limited, Krishi Nari Shakti
and Sri Millets.

Shishram Tudwal, Zonal Manager of Central Bank of India, shared insights into financial assistance for
farmers while Dr. Vivek Sharma, Chief Innovation Officer at IIM Jammu, discussed the adoption of next-
generation technologies in millet agriculture. Sessions on Al, e-commerce SAAS platforms, storage
technologies were chaired by IITB alumnus & entrepreneur Harish.



Another session on millet production value addition & Millet processing were conducted by Dr.
Meenakshi and Dr. Monika Sood, SKUAST respectively. These sessions aimed to equip attendees with
the knowledge and tools necessary for the successful cultivation and processing of millets.

The parallelly running industry meet commenced with a presentation and promotional video by Dr.
Neha Ganju, Manager, Ministry of Food Processing Industries briefing about the upcoming Food Expo
2023 and plethora of opportunities and schemes for entrepreneurs from the food sector from the U.T
of J & K. This was followed by addresses by Prof. B.S. Sahay proposed that the industry, academia come
together to create a healthy business ecosystem for millets and he also proposed the concept of having
an industry meet at [IM Jammu. This was followed byShri Arun Manhas, and Shrimati Indu Kanwal
Chib, focusing on promoting collaboration and industry growth in the millet sector.

Towards the end there was an open house interaction with industry and experts. The event concluded
with a vote of thanks and ended on a positive note. The industry meet featured top-league
entrepreneurs, industrialists from the Food sector in J & K. The industry interaction turned out to be a
healthy discussion with an outcome to synergize the energies for creating increased awareness about
millets, promoting the agro based products from India on a global scale.

The Shree Anna Mela — Millet Fair-cum-Exhibition was a day filled with innovation, learning, and
networking opportunities, bringing together farmers, industry representatives, academia, experts, and
enthusiasts under one roof. The event in true sense showcased Jammu’s agricultural heritage and the
potential of millets in shaping the future of food processing.
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